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1654-55 To New England Oliver was at once a protector and a counsellor. He mediated in the local quarrels of the different colonies, and he would suffer no cause of bickering between them and the home government. They were his own people, his advanced post in that wilderness which should some day be a garden. To New England he never dictated, only suggested and invited. The Dutch war made difficulties; Massachusetts would not attack the Dutch possessions in America for conscientious reasons, though they fatally cramped the natural development of the English colonies. Oliver in February 1654 sent three ships to capture the Dutch settlement which was to become New York, but peace came before the thing could be attempted, and the Dutch were not ousted till after the Restoration, But this same little fleet took all the land from Penobscot to the mouth of the St Lawrence, and it remained English territory till Charles II relinquished it.

Oliver, thinking of the far future, strained every nerve not only to annex new lands but to settle them, Spain claimed her overseas empire under the judgment of Pope Alexander VI; Oliver, like Sir Walter Raleigh, based the English title on effective occupation. He had wanted New Englanders to come to Ireland as far back as 1650, and now he desired them to be the backbone of Jamaica, But his colonizing ideas stretched far further than the mere establishment of hard-working and God-fearing English nuclei in his new possessions. He regarded settlement as a kind of strategy, and would have moved human beings about the globe as freely as he moved troops before Worcester. Late in 1655, for example, we find him discussing with Simon de Caceres, Spinoza's cousin, a plan for colonizing Surinam, those five years a British possession, with Jewish fugitives from Brazil.1 The Navigation Act was exclusive and protectionist in purpose, but Oliver's colonizing schemes were notable for their liberality. He dreamed of an empire which should be wisely and methodically planned, but which at the same time should have the freedom of a natural
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